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SUBJ: VISIT OF DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SEELYE 

1 . VISIT OF DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SEELYE FEB 23-26 
ONCE GAIN PROVIDED US WITH MIXED SIGNALS CONCERNING EPMG'S 
VIEWS OF ITS RELATIONS WITH USG. THROUGHOUT VISIT, ATTITUDES 

OF MAFA AND MINISTRY OF DEFENSE WERE WARM AND CORDIAL. SEELYE 
WAS MET AT AIRPORT ON ARRIVAL BY FOUR-MAN CONTINGENT FROM 
MOFA (TO OUR SUPRISE) HEADED BY CHEIF OF PROTOCOL AND 
DIRECTOR, AMERICAN DIVISION. MEDIA ANNOUNCED HIS ARRIVAL AND 
DEPARTURE BRIEFLY. AND ARRIVAL WAS CARRIED ON TV. NINETY- 
MINUTE SESSION WITH ACTING FONMIN GETACHEW KIBRET FOLLOWING 
DAY AND 60-MINUTE SESSION WITH ACTING MINDEF KIFLE 
WORKU LATER ON SAME DAY WERE FRANK AND OPEN. LUNCHEON 
HOSTED BY GETACHEW FEB 25 WAS IN SIMILIAR CORDIAL VEIN. 

GETACHEW TOLD SEELYE THAT EPMG "VALUED HIGHLY" ITS 
RELATIONS WITH USG BOTH IN PRIVATE SESSION AND IN 
COURSE OF TOAST AT LUNCHEON. 
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2. ON OTHERHAND, DESPITE ENCOURAGING NOISES JUST BEFORE 
SEELYE ARRIVAL, AND STRENOUS EFFORTS ON OUR PART, 

PMAC CHAIRMAN CHOSE NOT TO RECEIVE CHARGE AND SEELYE. 

MOFA OFFERED VARIETY EXCUSES, NONE OF WHICH WERE 
VERY CONVINCING: ORIGINAL SCHEDULE PUTTING SEELYE IN 
ADDIS OVER WEEKEND WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER FROM TIMING 
POINT OF VIEW, SEELYE WAS NOT CARRYING SPECIAL MESSAGE, 
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MENGISTU WAS ALREADY OVERSCHEDULED DURING TIME OF VISIT 
AND HAD TO CANCEL SOME APPOINTMENTS. 

3. MENGISTU PRESUMABLY COULD HAVE SEEN SEEL YE HAD HE 
CHOSEN DO SO. WE CAN ONLY SPECULATE WHY HE DID NOT: 

A) THERE WAS IN FACT NO SPECIAL MESSAGE AND THEREFORE 
NO PROPAGANDA VALUE TO MENGISTU IN SEEING SEEL YE AT 
TIME WHEN FOREIGNERS (ALMOST ALL EAST EUROPEANS PLUS 
CUBANS) HE HAS BEEN SEEING HAVE BEEN CARRYING MESSAGES 
OF SUPPORT, B ) HE (OR EPMG ) WAS TURNED OFF BY AIDE- 
MEMOIRE RE CIA LEFT WITH MOFA JUST PRIOR TO SEELYE 
VISIT (WE HAVE NO INDICATION OF THIS, HOWEVER, OR 

EVEN THAT HE IS AWARE OF AIDE-MEMOIRE), C) HE DOES NOT 
FEEL AT HOME WITH WESTERN ENVOYS AND PREFERS THAT MOFA 
DEAL WITH THEM, D) HE WAS IN FACT PREOCCUPIED WITH 
OTHER MATTERS (HE WAS NOT REPORTED IN MEDIA TO HAVE 
SEEN ANYONE DURING PERIOD OF VISIT INCLUDING CUBAN AND 
EAST GERMAN DELEGATIONS UNTIL MORNING OF SEELYE'S 
DEPARTURE WHEN HE SAW CUBANS, RECEIVED SPECIAL MESSAGE FROM 
CZECHS, RECEIVED CREDENTIALS OF NEW SWISS AMBASSADOR 
AND RECEIVED DEPARTING UNDP CHIEF), E) EPMG CHOSE 
NOT TO RECEIVE SEELYE IN REACTION TO ANNOUNCMENT IN 
WASHINGTON OF REDUCTION IN ARMS ASSISTANCE ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS GROUNDS (TIMING PROBABLY PRECULUDES THIS, BUT IT 
NOT IMPOSSIBLE), OR F) HE SIMPLY DIDN'T WANT TO SEE US. 

4. THUS , ON ONE HAND WAS CORDIAL MOFA RECEPTION WHICH 
WOULD PROBABLY NOT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE WITHOUT AT LEAST 
DIRG ACQUIESCENCE, IF NOT DIRECTION. AND ON OTHER, 
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FAILURE OF MENGISTU TO RECEIVE HIM, WITHOUT PROOF, I 
TEND BELIEVE MOFA WAS INSTRUCTED MAKE VISIT A SUCCESS, 

FOR WHEN I MENTIONED TO GETACHEW AT MOFA LUNCHEON THAT 
I FEARED WASHINGTON WOULD BE DISAPPOINTED THAT CHIRMAN 
WAS NOT GOING TO SEE SEELYE, HE HASTILY TOLD ME THAT 
WE SHOULD PLEASE NOT READY ANY ADVERSE SIGNAL INTO 
FACT THAT CALL WASN'T GOING TO TAKE PLACE. 

5. RESULT, AS INDICATED IS MIXED SIGNALS. ONE 

ANSWER MAY HAVE BEEN FORTHCOMING FEB 27 DURING RALLY 
CALLED BY LABOR UNIONS PRECEDING BURIAL OF ALL- 
ETHIOPIAN TRADE UNION LEADER ASSASSINATED FEB 25 WHICH 
STIMULATED MUCH ORATORY AND MANY PLACARDS WHICH INTER 
ALIA ONCE AGAIN FETURED CIA. YET, AS DEPT AWARE, 

ANTI CIA BUSINESS IS NOW OVER FIVE MONTHS OLD AND HAS 
BEEN TROTTED OUT DURING ALL RECENT MASS RALLIES. 

6. ON DEPT INSTRUCTIONS, ORIGINAL REQUEST TO EPMG 
WAS FOR CHARGE TO MAKE COURTESY CALL ON MENGISUT. 
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UNLESS DEPT WISHES OTHERWISE, I WOULD LIKE TO REMIND 
MOFA THAT REQUEST STILL STANDS, ALTHOUGH I RELIEVE WE 
SHOULD NOW LET EPMG REACT RATHER THAN PUSH FOR MEETING 
AT ANY GIVEN TIME. PLEASE ADVISE. 

TIENKEN 
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